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THE NAME & OTHER FACTS 


BOOK OF 
EZRA 


| * Ezra means, “God Helps” 


* Author: Ezra 


* Date written: 457 - 444 BC 


_* CHAPTERS: 10 
* VERSES: 280 
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BOOK OF 
NEHEMIAH 


* Nehemiah means 
“The Comfort of God” 


* Author: Nehemiah 


* Date written: 425 BC 


* CHAPTERS: 13 
* VERSES: 406 


BOOK OF 
ESTHER 


Esther (Persian Name) - 
“Star” 

Hadassah (Jewish Name) - 
“Myrtle” 


Author: Unknown 


Date written: 464 - 435 BC 


* CHAPTERS: 10 


VERSES: 167 
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CHARACTER BACKGROUND 


WHO WAS 
EZRA? 


* Ezra - A Priest 
* /:- His priestly lineage 


* Ezra-a Scribe 


* Copying scrolls 


Ezra -a leacher 


Ezra - the Founder of the 
Great Synagogue - 
responsible tor Canon 
Formation 
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WHO WAS 
NEHEMIAH? 


* Nehemiah a cup-bearer to 


the Persian king, Artaxerxes. 


* Nehemiah - The builder of 
the Walls of Jerusalem 
* Built it in 52 days 


WHO WAS 
ESTHER? 


* Esther - a young Jewish 
orohan who grew up 
without a mother or father 


(Esther 2:7) 


* born and raised in the 
splendid capitol city of Susa 


(Esther 2:5) 
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THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH & ISRAEL 


Northern Kingdom (210 Years) Assyrian Captivity 


thern Kingdom (345 Years e=i>| Babylonian Captivity 


Total of 467 years of Israel under Kingship 


* The total Kingdom period lasted to around 467 years (1053-586 BC) 


* 70 Years of Exile for Judah according to Prophecy (Jeremiah 25:8-11) 
* After the fall of Babylon to the Persian king Cyrus the Great in 539 BCE, exiled Judeans were 
permitted to return to Judah. 
* Assyrian Policy - to remove the people from the Land and replace them with others 
_* Babylonian Policy - Turn them into slaves and servants 
_* Medo-Persian Policy - keep them in their land - win them over - 
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- EZRA: PLACE IN HISTORY 
— * God fulfills the Promise He made to bring the house of Judah back from the 
Babylonian Exile after 70 years, famously called the “Second Exodus” 


* 1st Exodus - after 430 years in Egypt 
* 2nd Exodus - after 70 years in Babylon 


THE THREE EXILES INTO BABYLON 
* 1st Exile - During the Reign of Jehoiakim (605 BC) - 2 Kings 23:34 - 24:6 
* Many in the ruling class were taken - such as Daniel 
* 2nd Exile - During the reign of Jehoiachin (597 BC) 2 Kings 24:6-16 
* Middle class, craftsmen & reminder of upper class exiled 
_ * Treasures of the Temple Taken 
 * 3rd Exile - During the reign of Zedekiah (586 BC) 2 Kings 24:17-25:21 
— ~* ~The city of Jerusalem and nS Mill sd burned down to ruins ave one rest dle 
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EZRA: PLACE IN HISTORY 
THE THREE RETURNS FROM BABYLON 
* 1st Return - Lead by Zerubbabel (Ezra 1-6) 
less than 50,000 people returned 


* They began work on the Temple, managing to lay the Temple's foundations 
* Years later the project was restarted and the temple was completed 


* 


2nd Return - Lead by Ezra (Ezra 7-10) 
* just over 1,/00 people returned. 
* The priests returned and the law again was taught and followed. 


* 3rd Return - Lead by Nehemiah 
_ * They rebuilt Jerusalem's walls and reestablished the government 
- * Nehemiah Served a as sche for suche as 
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NEHEMIAH: PLACE IN HISTORY 


* Return under Nehemiah takes place 13 years after the return led by Ezra, and 
some 94 years after the return led by Zerubbabel. 
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ESTHER: PLACE IN HISTORY 


* The Book of Esther fits between the 6th and 7th chapters of Ezra 

* It utilizes 10 of the 58 years during that gap 

* between the return led by Ezra and the one led by Zerubbabel. 

* The Book of Esther provides the only Biblical portrait of the majority of the Jews 
who remain in Persia rather than return to Judea. 
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4 IMPORTANT KINGS 


* Cyrus — He overthrew Babylon in 538 BC. 
* Allowed the Jews to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple that had been destroyed by the 
Babylonians in 587 BC (Ezra 1:2-4). 


* Artaxerxes | reigned 465-424 and Darius II reigned 423-404. 


* Darius the “Great” — During his lifetime, the temple in Jerusalem was rebuilt. 
* Between chapters 6 and 7 is a period of nearly six decades 
* 60 years), during which Esther lives and rules in Persia, and the events in the Book of Esther take place. 


* Xerxes — This is the Ahasuerus of the book of Esther. 
* He eventually chose Esther as his queen, and by her influence the Jews were saved from destruction. 


_ * Artaxerxes — This man was son of Xerxes and stepson of Esther. 
_ * He ruled from about 465-423 BC. 
* The books of Ezra ane Nelustulen Dy have been written uso ielaure his sacle 
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THE TEMPLE REBUILDING TIMELINE 


539 - Cyrus (539-529) is king of Persia (Ezra 1:1) 
Cyrus conquers Babylon - makes Persia a world empire Daniel said Babylon would fall to the Persians (Daniel 5:25-31) 


538 Cyrus issues decree to begin construction of the temple (Ezra 1:1-4) 
Isaiah said Jews would return under Cyrus to rebuild Jerusalem 200 years before Cyrus (Isaiah 44:26-28; 45:1,13) 


536 Zerubbabel returns with 49,897 (Ezra 2:2) / Zerubbabel is the governor under Cyrus and/or Darius (Haggai 1:14; Zechariah 4:9) - perhaps a 4 month trip 
(Ezra 7:9) Joshua is the High Priest (Ezra 2:2; Haggai 1:14) 7th month they built the altar and offered sacrifices (Ezra 3:1-7) 


529 Cambyses (529-522) or Ahasuerus of Ezra 4:6 or Artaxerxes of Ezra 4:11-24 - 


issues decree to stop work on the temple 
535 Work on temple is begun and stopped (Ezra 3:8-4:24) 


521 Darius | (521-486) or Hystaspes - issues restoration decree for completion of the temple (520) (Ezra 6:1) 
520 6th month (September), 1st day - Haggai’s call to build (Ezra 5:1,2; Haggai 1:1-11) 


6th month, 24th day - building begins (Haggai 1:13-15) 

7th month (October), 21st day - Haggai’s second appeal (Haggai 2:1-9) 

8th month (November) - Zechariah's opening address (Zechariah 1:1-6) 

9th month (December), 24th day - Haggai's third and fourth appeals (Haggai 2:10-23) 11th month (February), 24th day - Zechariah's visions (Zechariah 
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THE TEMPLE REBUILDING TIMELINE 


918 9th month (December), 4th day - Zechariah's visions (Zechariah 7:1-14:21) 516 12th month (March), 3rd day - temple completed (Ezra 6:15) 
515 1st month (April), 14th - 21st days - Passover (Ezra 6:19-22) 


486 Xerxes | (486-464) or Ahasuerus - fought wars against Greece 
Esther becomes Queen - her marriage gave the Jews prestige at Persian court which effected Ezra’s return and Nehemiah’'s position (Esther 2:16). 


478-474 Esther's deliverance(Esther3:10) Mordecai made Prime Minister 

464 Artaxerxes | (464-424) or Longimanus Was the step-son of Esther (Ezra 7:1) 
457 Artaxerxes | issues decree for Ezra to return and establish worship (Ezra 7:1) 

Ezra goes trom Babylon to Jerusalem with 1,754 men (Ezra 7:7,9; 8) 

80 years after the Jews returned under Zerubbabel 


Ezra leads a reform of the Jews (Ezra 10:10,11) 
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3 WAYS OPPOSITION RISES UP 


* 


1. BY MAILING A LETTER (Ezra 4:6-24) 
¢ Completed 21 years after the foundations were laid. 


* 


e 2 years the work was underway. 536-534 B.C. 

° Opposition stopped the work for 14 years. 534-520 B.C. 
* @ Work was resumed in 520 B.C. 

e Temple was completed 5 years later in 515 B.C. 

e Actual work on the Temple took 7 years. 
* Ezra 5:1-2 - Waited on God and Started Again... 
* Ezra 6:8-10 - Turned out to become a blessing.... 


* 2.BY MOCKING & CONSPIRING (Nehemiah 4:1-24) 
* They Prayed & Persevered 


* 


3. BY MISUSING POWER & EDICT (Esther 3:8-10) 
etn & ee 


* 


